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shall be publishing the Icelandic stories in a week or two. After all I have no news for you ; I am up to the neck in turning out designs for papers, chintzes, and carpets, and trying to get the manufacturers to do them : I think we are doing some good things in that way."
Of the great folio manuscript of the JEneid which was now in progress, nearly six books were completed before it was laid aside from pressure of other work* Burne-Jones had drawn for it a series of his most exquisite designs. A good deal of the illumination was executed by Murray after his return to England. Morris himself never resumed it, though even some fifteen years later I remember seeing him turn over the sheets and hearing him talk of finishing it. Finally he sold it to Mr. Murray, in whose possession it now is. In beauty of handwriting and splendour of ornament it takes far the first place among all his manuscripts.
The re-issue of the volume of poems of 1858 took place that April. He consented to it with a good deal of reluftance. Crude or unworkmanlike work, in poetry just as much as in any other craft, made him uneasy and even wretched: and he felt the immaturity of the workmanship in that volume more keenly than the severest of his critics. When he consented, at Mr. Ellis's repeated instances, to let the volume be republished,, he insisted that it should be reprinted without the least alteration; he would not undertake any fresh responsibility for it by any excisions or amendments. Mr. Forman has noted a curious little fad: that the erratum slip pasted in the original issue had disappeared from the copy from which the new edition was set up,,, and that consequently the fidelity of the re-issue to the original extends even to the printers' errors which had been actually noted for correction before the book first appeared.
